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MAYLANDS ELECTORATE — CRIME RATES 
Grievance 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [2.58 pm]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police. The facts about crime in 
my electorate, particularly burglaries, are that it has increased significantly over the last three years. Can 
members hear me okay? 

The SPEAKER: Members, I know that it is a different set of circumstances that we have grievances at this 
moment. It is very important for the member to be able to grieve directly to the minister. If members do not have 
business in this place, might I suggest that they take it outside at this point so that the member can deliver her 
grievance and the minister can hear it. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: I will try that again a bit louder. 
The facts about crime in my electorate, particularly burglaries, are that it has increased significantly over the last 
three years. There has been a 73 per cent increase in Bedford, 48 per cent in Embleton, 40 per cent in Bayswater 
and 58 per cent in Morley. My constituents are asking for your assistance —  
The SPEAKER: Once again, there are about five or six conversations going on in here. I do not want to hear 
those conversations. The only person I want to hear is the member for Maylands. Please, members. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: My constituents are asking for the minister’s assistance and support to reduce crime in the 
electorate of Maylands. To demonstrate the scope and nature of the problem, I want to walk the minister through 
the work that I and the residents, the City of Bayswater, and the Bayswater police have been doing and the 
program that we have been continuing in Bayswater at Halliday Park.  

Starting back a year, I was emailed by a Bayswater constituent whose house had been burgled three times in 
2011. The last time was over the Christmas break. He has full house alarms and keeps the house locked up. Then 
in January, a bit later, another constituent visited my office to ask for help in tackling antisocial behaviour in 
Halliday Park. She reported that the number of people drinking in large groups, and the frequency with which 
they were meeting, had increased, with groups of 40 and 50 young people meeting three or four nights a week. I 
was informed that the increase in the number of young people congregating in Halliday Park included at-risk 
teenagers who had been displaced through Operation Safe Place at Burswood and Lathlain train stations. 

On 19 January, I wrote to the City of Bayswater, telling it about residents’ concerns, and asking for extra 
security watch patrols. It should be noted that over the summer, the police and the City of Bayswater together 
committed at least 43 000 hours of extra policing, concentrating on home burglaries in Bayswater and Maylands. 
The results of Operation Bacchus, as that operation was known, show that burglaries over this time frame—
December to April—actually increased. In Maylands, the number of burglaries increased from 49 in 2010–11 to 
63 in 2011–12, an increase of 14. In Inglewood, the number of burglaries increased by six. Motor vehicle theft 
also increased. In Bayswater, there was an increase of 13, in Maylands there was an increase of eight and in 
Embleton there was an increase of three. 
In March, I held a street corner meeting for the residents most affected by the antisocial behaviour around 
Bayswater hotel and Halliday Park. The residents shared some very distressing stories about home invasions; 
personal attacks; drunken youth breaking their house windows; drunken youth breaking their car windows and 
climbing into their cars—residents would go out to their cars in the morning and find young people asleep in 
them; fences being pushed over; smashed bottles being thrown; youth breaking into properties; and theft. 

On 15 March, I attended the west metro crime forum in Mirrabooka and asked the Commissioner of Police to 
guarantee that Bayswater Police Station would remain open. Assistant Commissioner Stephen Brown said that 
there were no plans to close that station in the next couple of years. But he also went on to say that it would be a 
lie to say that the police had not looked at closing the station, and it was a discussion that would probably take 
place. 
On 20 March, I submitted a series of questions on notice to the Minister of Police about the police call-out times 
in that suburb; and on 1 May the minister responded to me, saying that he did not want to waste police resources 
preparing answers to those questions. The following week, Linda Savage in the upper house asked the Minister 
for Energy representing the Minister for Police if he knew that Operation Safe Place had moved on young people 
to Bayswater. The minister is a bit out of touch on that one, because he said that there is no evidence to suggest 
any significant increase in the volume of crime within 300 metres of Halliday Park during Operation Safe Place. 
He said also that patrols were conducted on a regular basis due to the close proximity of Halliday Park to the 
Bayswater train and police stations. Minister, the residents would hotly dispute these claims. They are there 24/7. 
They know what is going on. 
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In early April, I wrote to the City of Bayswater as a follow-up to another community meeting that I held on 31 
March, and the city provided a report of the number of calls that it has made through security watch. The City of 
Bayswater recognises the problems. The actions that it has taken so far include: conducting 22 free security 
appraisals of local houses; installing a drop-gate at the park entrance so that police can get access and take patrol 
cars into the park; and reviewing the lighting in the park, and also the tree and vegetation growth. 
On 19 April, I again wrote to the police minister requesting a special police operation in and around Halliday 
Park. Minister, I have not yet received a response to that request. On 1 May, in order to determine the police 
awareness of, and attendance to, antisocial behaviour in and around Halliday Park, I submitted more questions 
on notice to the police minister. Those questions covered how many call-outs had been made, how many incident 
reports had been issued, how many police attendances there had been, and how many move-on notices had been 
issued. I have not had any of those questions answered. But I am pleased to say that over the following two 
days—3 and 4 May—police held an operation in and around Halliday Park. That operation involved 24 officers, 
two mounted police horses, and one police dog. Thirty-two people were intercepted; and a few move-on notices 
were issued. That is a great result. 

Last weekend, in conjunction with the City of Bayswater, I held another community meeting and barbecue. That 
was attended by 20 people, the City of Bayswater Security Watch, the Mayor of Bayswater, Councillors 
Pittaway and Toldo, and people from Neighbourhood Watch. Police did not attend that time. 
In summary, I seek the minister’s assurance that Bayswater Police Station will remain open and staffed by 
frontline officers. There needs to be, minister, a regular special operation, particularly night-time patrols, by 
police in the antisocial hot spots in the Maylands electorate, including Halliday Park. In particular, there needs to 
be more capacity in Sergeant Paul Barfoot’s budget so that he can cover the costs of those rosters. 
Minister, my residents really need your help on this issue. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [3.05 pm]: I am always very happy to help the 
member’s residents in any way I can on law and order issues — 

Ms L.L. Baker: Thank you, minister! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: — because, as the member has probably gathered over the time she has known me, I am a 
great advocate of strong law and order policies and certainly actions that we need to take. I have to say that one 
of the questions that the member asked me on notice would take too long to answer. I think that was a very 
convoluted and extensive question, and it went back for years, and it would be just too much for the police to 
handle, and I did not want to waste their time. Normally, I answer every possible question that I can that is put to 
me by another member of Parliament, and I have no problem with that. But occasionally I get a question that 
really would take up a lot of police time—valuable time—and I have to make a decision whether there is any 
possible good outcome from the results of that question and answer. I have to make that decision from time to 
time. But I certainly am prepared to help the member’s residents as much as I can. 

Ms L.L. Baker: I should probably give you the context for those questions, because it might make it clearer. 
There is confusion. The residents say one thing about the number of call-outs, security watch at the council say 
another thing, and the police say something else. We really need to get to the bottom of who is doing what to 
whom, and how many times, so that we can clarify these things.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I can probably help the member to some extent, because I have a note here of the response 
times and the computer-aided dispatch incidents allocated to Halliday Park. For instance, in the month of July, 
there was one priority 3 call and there were two priority 4 calls  

Ms L.L. Baker: Minister, is this last year? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: This is for July 2011, and the figures that I have go up to April 2012, just to show the 
member what the trend has been. In August 2011, there were two priority 3 calls only. In September 2011, there 
were three priority 3 calls and three priority 4 calls. In October, there was one priority 3 call and three priority 4 
calls. A priority 4 call is a pretty low-priority call. There were no priority 1 or priority 2 calls at all in this period 
for this area, which is good news. In November, there was one priority 3 call and one priority 4 call. In 
December, there were four priority 3 calls and one priority 4 call. In January 2012, there were two priority 3 calls 
and one priority 4 call. In February, there were three priority 3 calls and one priority 4 call. In March, there were 
seven priority 3 calls and seven priority 4 calls. In April, there were seven priority 3 calls and five priority 4 
calls. That looks to me as though there has been an increase in the number of CAD incidents to which the police 
have been called. The majority of those incidents related to public disorder and disturbance; so, it is antisocial 
behaviour, basically.  

As I have said, there has been a slight increase in the number of incidents. But I am assured by the police—I 
think the member said this in her comments—that they are addressing this matter. As the member said, a team of 
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police went to Bayswater recently, and they dealt with the situation very adequately. They also had a police dog 
there, I think, and various other things. That worked very well. What the police do very often, if there is a spate 
of antisocial behaviour or burglaries in a particular area, is work on intelligence, and as soon they believe the 
time is right to catch these people, they will set up an operation and flood the area, which is obviously what they 
did there.  
I have figures coming out of my ears here, but I can say that some of the crime statistics for the suburb of 
Bayswater have not changed very much at all. There were five incidents of threatening behaviour in July 2011 
and five in April 2012; two sexual assaults in July 2011 and two in April 2012; six robberies in July 2011 but 
only three in April 2012; and 50 burglaries in July 2011 and 59 in April 2012. In answer to a question without 
notice today, I accepted that there has been a spike in criminal offences, not only in the member’s electorate but 
also many others, and that spike is being dealt with. The spike has shown that there was an increase, albeit from 
a very low crime rate. Any spike shows significantly from that point. We saw about an eight per cent increase in 
many criminal acts. If we had not invested $3 million on the summer crime reduction strategy, the trend would 
have carried on that increase of eight per cent. By investing in that strategy, we brought down the crime rate 
during the four-month period to only five per cent, so there was a decrease of three per cent. Some people do not 
seem to understand that. 

Ms L.L. Baker: I understand what you are saying. My two key questions, though, for these people are: can you 
please assure them that Bayswater Police Station will not be shut down and that the police resourcing will stay in 
their neighbourhood? Sergeant Paul Barfoot, who does an amazing job at Bayswater Police Station, really could 
do with some extra capacity to put on longer shifts and night shifts and to have some more flexibility. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I have one minute left now, so let me just give the member an assurance that I have no 
intention of closing Bayswater Police Station. It is not my role to do that anyway, but there is nothing in my 
mind that makes me want to encourage the Commissioner of Police to do that. The member talked about the 
number of officers there. The west metropolitan district has 295 actual police FTEs, which is eight FTEs over 
strength. That district is okay at the moment and it will get more FTEs because two more squads are graduating 
tomorrow, and I am sure that some of them will be directed the member’s way. There is also an Aboriginal 
police liaison officer and two auxiliary police officers. The numbers are increasing and the officers will be 
spread out accordingly. I am sure that the member will get her fair share. 
 


